
GETTING MORE FROM YOUR GOOGLE CHROME BROWSER 

Complete Guide to Keyword Shortcuts to 
Search Sites in Google Chrome & Google 
Chrome Shortcut Keys 
Want to make your browsing more efficient in Chrome?  Here’s 
how you can use keyword shortcuts to quickly find info on any site 
you want. 

 

As you might expect for a browser built by Google, Chrome makes it very easy to 
search sites and create unique search keywords.  If you’ve used Chrome for a 
while, you may have noticed that Chrome offers to let you search the site by 
pressing Tab.  You often don’t even have to enter the full address; just start 
typing the name, and you’ll notice the search message pop up on the right. 

 



If you press Tab on your keyboard, the site’s name will turn into a label on the left 
and you’ll be able to enter a search in the address bar.  If you instead want to do 
a search for this topic on your default search engine, click the down arrow or 
select the other search entry on the drop-down list. 

 

Manage Existing Keyword Shortcuts 

If you’d like to change what sites Chrome automatically lets you search or add 
another site and keyword to the list, right-click the address bar and select Edit 
search engines. 

 

This will open the list of your search engines.  The Default search options are 
ones that were included with Chrome and are available from the Default Search 
Engines list on the Options dialog.  The Other search engines are ones that 
Chrome has automatically added when you did a search on a website in Chrome. 
You can remove any of the listings, edit it, or make it the default search. 



 

Edit Search Keywords 

You can also edit existing search keywords as mentioned above.  If you’d like to 
change Facebook search to come up when you enter Friends in your address bar, you 
can do that. 



 

Now, notice that when we enter the word friends in the address bar, Chrome offers to 
let us search Facebook.com by pressing the Tab key. 

 

Keywords have to be unique, but don’t be worried about using the same keyword for 
two sites.  If you try to reuse an existing keyword, the check box on the right of the 
dialog will turn into a yellow exclamation point showing that your keyword must be 
unique.  Just enter a new one, and it’ll work fine. 

 



Use your imagination; you could make your keyword for HowtoGeek.com search tech 
tips or something else easy to remember so you can always find our tutorials to help 
you out on your computer. 

 

Add New Keyword Search Shortcut in Chrome 

Would you like to add your favorite website’s search to Google Chrome?  Here’s how 
you can make a brand new search engine keyword.  For this example, we’ll add 
Techinch.com search to Chrome, but you could add any other site’s search the same 
way. 

First, browse to the site you want to add, and do a search on the site. 

 

http://techinch.com/


This should automatically make Chrome create a search keyword for this site; if it 
doesn’t, you can still add it manually.  Look in the address bar and notice where your 
search query is listed in the address. 

 

Replace your search term with %s as we did in this screenshot.  Now copy the total 
address so we can use it to create a new search keyword. 

 
Open the Search Engines dialog as above, and click Add. 

In the dialog box, enter the site’s address in the Name box, and a keyword for it in the 
Keyword box as above.  Now paste the address you copied with %s instead of your 
search query into the URL box.  Click Ok when you’re finished. 

 



You’ll see your new search engine option listed in your Other Search Engines list as 
before, and can edit or make it default as before. 

 

This is an especially great way to add search engines that don’t seem to get picked up 
by default, such as specialty searches.  Here we’ve added Google Images search with 
the keyword pictures, using the steps in this tutorial. 

 

Visit a Favorite Site With a Keyword 

You can also use this to add a way to visit a favorite site quickly with a keyword.  In this 
case, enter the site’s normal address in the URL field. 



 

Now, when you enter your keyword in the address field, it will open that site as the 
default option.  For example, we can open Facebook.com by simply typing in friends. 
You could make this even simpler, and only enter a single character as the keyword for 
a super quick way to access your favorite sites. 

 

Conclusion 

Chrome makes it much easier to add search engines than other browsers, as it 
automatically adds new search sites as you perform searches on various sites across 
the web.  Unlike Firefox, IE, and other browsers, you don’t usually need to add new 
search engines manually.  But, if you do need to add a site that Chrome doesn’t seem 
to pick up automatically, it’s quick and easy to do that.  Plus, the Keyword-powered 
search makes it quicker than ever to start searching the site you want. 
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